[Association of polymorphisms in genes of osteoclastogenesis-related cytokines with severity in patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
The development or radiographic progression of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is associated with HLA-DRB1 alleles encoding a conserved amino acid sequence commonly called the shared epitope(SE). Besides HLA-DRB1, however, other genes may be implicated in the progression of RA. On the other hand, osteoclasts play an important role in the joint destruction in patients with RA. Thus, it is speculated that polymorphisms in genes of cytokines which stimulate or inhibit osteoclastogenesis are associated with severity of RA. In fact, it has been reported that polymorphisms in genes of osteoclastogenesis-related cytokines are associated with the severity or radiographic progression of RA. In this article, we review recent findings, including ours, indicating that polymorphisms in genes of osteoclastogenesis-related cytokines may account for the severity of RA.